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THE VERY TALENTED

He can sing beautifully in
Mandarin, yet Hugh Jackman
can also terrify audiences
with sensational aplomb
as a mutant superhero. What’s
next for this multi-tasking
Hollywood heavyweight?
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ugh Jackman is one of the world’s
biggest stars, but he’s also the
hardest to typecast. Versatility just
runs in his veins.
Exciting many of his Chinese
fans, the actor wowed critics in June
2011 with his performance as a suave
nightclub owner in Snow Flower and the Secret Fan,
directed by Wayne Wang of The Joy Luck Club fame.
Yet again Jackman proved there were no
boundaries to his talent during the filming in
Shanghai, even having to sing in Mandarin at
one point in the movie. Jackman jokes that his
pronunciation may have been a little lost on the
Chinese production staff and co-stars Gianna Jun and
Bingbing Li. “But I think I got at least one take,” he
says, with his usual charmingly humble demeanour.
His performance was another example of the
incredible array of talents with which he repeatedly
impresses directors, producers and co-stars.
So, it probably wasn’t surprising that, when
Japan was hit by a tragic earthquake and tsunami
in March 2011, delaying plans to film his new
Wolverine movie in Tokyo, Jackman didn’t sit back
waiting for someone to offer him another film. He
simply put together a list of his favourite songs and
went on the road, performing a sold-out one-man
show in San Francisco and Toronto.
“I hope to be doing a version of the show
for years to come,” Jackman explains excitedly,
although he won’t address reports that the show
will also travel to Australia. “It’s a labour of love and
something I can circle back to between film projects,
so it’s always something I’m going to return to.”
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The affable star describes the show, titled
Performance, as “my ultimate karaoke show”.
“I also tell some stories,” he adds proudly,
“and I just have a lot of fun singing some of my
favourite Broadway songs with an 18-piece orchestra.
Why would I want to give that up?”
Music and theatre have always been ticking
away in the background of Jackman’s supersonic
A-list success. In 1999, he appeared in the West End
musical classic Oklahoma, then became a household
name as mutant Wolverine in the X-Men franchise
before branching out to serious drama with Christian
Bale in The Prestige. He performed romantic comedy
with Meg Ryan in Kate and Leopold and epic adventure
with Nicole Kidman in the period film Australia.
And after he won a Tony for playing icon
Peter Allen in the 2004 Broadway musical
The Boy from Oz, Jackman earned more rave
reviews hosting the 2009 Academy Awards.
His upcoming film, The Wolverine, which
follows the X-Men mutant to Japan to train as
a samurai warrior, is now back in production with
a new director, James Mangold (Knight and Day),
and shooting in Vancouver and Japan.
Audiences once again watched their favourite
leading man on the big screen in 2011 in the
emotional drama Real Steel, which he filmed last
year in Detroit, Michigan. In this film, produced by
Steven Spielberg, Jackman takes us on a ride
into the near future where the sport of boxing has
gone high-tech. He plays a washed-up fighter,
who winds up coaching a boxing robot to become
a championship contender while also trying to
salvage a relationship with the son he abandoned.
“I’ve been a fan of Hugh for many years,”
says Real Steel director Shawn Levy (Night at the
Museum). “The goal here was to take all of
Hugh’s fantastic movie star largesse and also
what he has that frankly a lot of movie stars don’t
have – straight-up, theatre-trained acting chops – and
merge both those aspects of his persona and career.
“People will hear ‘robot boxing’ and think it’s the
tough, muscular Hugh Jackman, but his performance
is soft, warm-hearted and broken, and it was great to
see both the actor and the movie star in this film.”
Jackman admits he’s also excited about finally
taking Wolverine to Japan. “I’ve always been a fan
of the Japanese saga that is famous in the comic
book,” he says, “but I knew we had to really deal with
the origins of the character first before we could take
him on a journey, so people have a real grasp of
where he came from … that’s why we took the time
to make X-Men Origins: Wolverine first.”
The Sydney-born star has been acting since he
was in high school, the youngest of five children and
always looking for attention. After earning a journalism
degree, he trained at the Actor’s Centre in Sydney
and then attended the Western Australian Academy
of Performing Arts (WAAPA) in 1994. His first role
out of drama school was opposite future wife
Deborra-Lee Furness in the prison drama Correlli.

“My wife and
family are a big part
of anchoring me
to what is essentially
the most
important thing
to me, which is
their wellbeing and
our happiness.”
Hugh Jackman
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The couple married in 1996 and have two
children: Oscar, 11, and Ava, 6.
“There’s no woman I’ve met who has got the
natural joie de vivre that Deb has got,” Jackman
says, his eyes lighting up as he talks about his wife.
“My relationship in a way has probably been one of
the easiest things in my life. My wife and family are
a big part of anchoring me to what is essentially the
most important thing to me, which is their wellbeing
and our happiness.”
Thankfully for Jackman, his busy family life and
work schedule were not too badly affected by his
own real-life stunt, when he cut his eye and needed
stitches after doing a zip-wire entrance from the
Sydney Opera House onto the set of a special
edition of The Oprah Winfrey Show in late 2010.
Jackman plays down the injury with typical
humour. “It’s fine; the stitches came out a while back
and there is hardly any mark,” he says. “But smacking
into a wall at 30mph is a great cure for jetlag – I can
highly recommend it!”
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