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Scene
steeler

Metal of honour ... billionaire Tony
Stark (Robert Downey jnr) has an
ego out of control in Iron Man 2.

Robert Downey jnr is feeling his 45 years but
the Iron Man 2 star says he’s ready to suit up
for more action, writes Jenny Cooney.

R

obert Downey jnr is the
first one to admit he’s
an unlikely action
hero, thanks to hits
such as Iron Man and
Sherlock Holmes.
‘‘Yeah, I feel my age, I feel my limits
as much as I feel my opportunities,
so it’s just had a very grounding
effect on me,’’ the 45-year-old Oscarnominated star says.
‘‘Even when I did Sherlock Holmes
I was like, ‘God, I don’t know if I can
handle this much fighting,’ and
guess what we’re doing in October?
Sherlock Holmes 2.
‘‘So I think there is this irony to it,
that there is this perception about
me when, the truth be told, I’m just a
very well-preserved, beat-up,
middle-aged guy.’’
The playful actor is wearing a
cream linen suit with purple shoes
as he begins his Iron Man 2 press day
at a Beverly Hills hotel, sitting on a
panel alongside director Jon
Favreau and co-stars Gwyneth
Paltrow, Mickey Rourke, Don
Cheadle and Scarlett Johansson. He
keeps everybody laughing at his
own expense, even taking a jab at his
colourful past in response to a
question about whether he dressed
up as a superhero growing up.
‘‘Growing up, no,’’ he deadpans,
‘‘but in my 30s, right before an
arrest, yes.’’
Later in the day Downey jnr sits
down with Metro in an upstairs
hotel suite, then jumps up to adjust
the airconditioning unit when told
the room is stuffy. ‘‘Don’t worry, I’m
on it,’’ he says, as if in character.
He’s less flippant without the
audience and allows himself a
moment to acknowledge how far
he’s come since the period of his life
from 1996 to 2002, when he was in
and out of jails and rehabs
struggling with addictions.
‘‘I’m in a really great time in my
life right now,’’ Downey jnr says in a
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rare serious moment. ‘‘I’m 45, in a
really good spot career-wise and I’ve
got the missus [Susan, his wife of
more than four years], so there’s a lot
of nice things going on.’’
In Iron Man 2, he returns as
billionaire industrialist Tony Stark,
who ended the last film revealing to

world. Black Widow (Johansson)
was a former Russian ballerina
before being recruited by Nick Fury
(Samuel L. Jackson) to join a team of
superheroes he is assembling that
will become known as the Avengers.
In the film, Whiplash is the alter
ego of Vanko, the son of a disgraced

‘Truth be told, I’m just a very well-preserved,
beat-up, middle-aged guy.’ Robert Downey jnr
the world he was Iron Man. Now he’s
used his powers to establish world
peace and his ego is out of control –
until the arrival of a Russian criminal,
Ivan Vanko (Rourke), who has a
vendetta against Stark Industries and
plans to use the company’s
technology to destroy everything.
The film introduces more
characters from the Marvel comics

inventor who developed the
technology with Stark’s father and is
now using it against his son.
Cheadle replaces Terrence Howard
from the original Iron Man film as
Jim Rhodes, Tony Stark’s military
adviser, best friend and armor-clad
hero known as War Machine.
And Downey jnr confirms we’ll
see most of them again. ‘‘I’ve got two

more of these movies in me: Iron
Man 3 and The Avengers.’’
The film reunites Stark with his
long-suffering secretary and new
CEO Pepper Potts (Paltrow) and
Downey jnr teases Paltrow on the
panel when asked about their
anticipated kiss.
‘‘I couldn’t get her off me, it was
embarrassing,’’ he quips. Paltrow
playfully punches him in the arm as
she responds: ‘‘Yeah, it was great
because my husband and his wife
were both there watching.’’ To
which the quick-witted actor closed
the argument with the cheeky
comment: ‘‘Despite what she says,
she still thinks about it.’’
Rourke, who staged his own
comeback with an Oscar nomination
for The Wrestler, jumped at the
chance to play Whiplash because it
was a chance to work with Downey
jnr, who earned his best-actor

nomination for the biopic Chaplin. ‘‘I
kind of knew Robert back in those
early days when he was putting a lot
of stuff in his body that he shouldn’t
have,’’ he says, ‘‘and I have to say he is
a completely changed man now.’’
Drawing on his experience as the
son of an accomplished father (filmmaker Robert Downey), Downey jnr
says Iron Man 2 was more personal.
‘‘Growing up, everyone would say,
‘That’s Bob Downey’s kid – your dad
is a genius!’ and I was thinking that
was how Tony feels about his dad in
this film, so this time around I felt I
was playing more aspects of myself.’’
Read the reviewin Spectrum tomorrow.
IRON MAN 2
Director Jon Favreau
Stars Robert Downey jnr, Gwyneth
Paltrow, Scarlett Johansson,
Mickey Rourke, Don Cheadle
Rated M. Now screening.

Catsuits but no cat fights for hero’s girls
shadowy superhero organisation).
Gwyneth Paltrow and Scarlett
‘‘Of course, there is Gwyneth as a
Johansson insist they are more
sexy secretary and I play a girl
than just eye candy in the
swinging around
blockbuster
by her ankles in a
sequel Iron Man 2.
catsuit, so that’s
‘‘This film is so
innately sexy, but
much more
our characters
dynamic for me
also happen to be
because the
intelligent,
women are not
ambitious,
just pawns in a
motivated and
story about a
calculated
bunch of men
to some
fighting it out,’’
degree, too.’’
says Johansson,
Paltrow, 37,
who appears in
whose character
the sequel as Tony
Pepper Potts is
Stark’s new
promoted to chief
assistant, Natalie
executive of
Rushman, aka
Stark’s company in
Black Widow (an
this film, adds: ‘‘I
agent for a
Now CEO ... Gwyneth Paltrow.

think it’s a very smart decision to
have women who are capable and
intelligent as well as sexy because
then it not only appeals to 15-yearold boys, but also a lot of women
who can relate.’’ It’s also the reason
why the pair, who had never met
before working on the film, agreed
they would not focus on the potential
rivalry for Stark’s affections.
‘‘We were very aware the girls
could be potentially catty,’’
Johansson, 25, explains. ‘‘So we
toned that down so that Pepper
seems more bewildered by my
character because she can’t get
a read on her and not because
she’s jealous.’’
Johansson says it’s pure
coincidence that she is making her
comic superhero debut as her
husband, actor Ryan Reynolds, gets

set to star as The Green Lantern
later this year. ‘‘I’m in the Marvel
world and he’s in the DC world, so
we never talk about it
at home!’’
Secret agent
she laughs.
... Scarlett
Johansson.

